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1. Gerald GBtting made the following remarks in.a discussion held at
East CDU headguartars on 2 Mareh 1950, The situation of the
CDU in the East Zone can now be viewed with more op” imism.
Everywhere the rarty has regained control and is hendling its
affairs without assistance. The only excertion is the vrov-
ince of Brandenburg where the sitvation is still in flux, As
a result of the vurge, 8 Kreis chairmen were removed from
cffice in Saxony-Anhalt, nemely those of Bivterfeld, Blanken-
burg, Halle, Quedlinburg, Wanzleben, Vernigerode, Wolmirstedt,
and ﬁerbsta

Loss of membership has not yet occurred. There were a number
of resignations, but there were 2ls0 a mumber of new anplica..
tions for zembershin, so that the strength of the narty
remaing about the same.#

Gdtting declared thet the negative sttitude of CDU women
towards the Demoeratic “omen®s Ynion s no longer accentable.
They must be urged fo join. GBtting snnownced *hnet in the
future the Pclicy Comnittee of the rarty wovld meet every
Tuesday. The first neeting would be in Lelrzig ‘on 7 Mareh
1850, the occasion teing the crening of +he Lednzip fair.

v

€. On 3 March 1950, *here was a neeting for wouen of the Rast CDY
at rarty headguarters, st which Secretsry Gerneral GBtting made
the oveniny remarke, urging the women to joip the Demoeratic
Women's League (DFDY. The rarticineants were onposed to this
new course of zetion, but for understandeble reasons they
could not exrress “hancelvers on the eubject.

The main address was delivered {w Ainister Steidle, who
emrhasized welfare in Enscia end characterized Russia as the
wost wrogressive country in the world wi+h Tesrent to woments
rights. He promised to attend to the introdustion o nurseries
on Tactory nremises after the Soviet model so that working
women need have no concern about the weli-being of theip
“hildren. Steidle denanded o more thoroush industrialization
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of Fastern Germany since only in that vay could damage be
inflicted on the West. If East German industry were exnanded,
unemnloyment would continue to rise in the Yest in such a way
that the West would soon be forced *o caplitulate to the East.

Steidle's remarks were received wi*hout anplause. In later
discussion, G¥tting spoke again, saying that the West must
accent the nrogressive reforms in the East if Germany 1is
reunited. He further stated that the Soviet Union need no
longer take werld oninicn into consideration in the formation
of her rolicy since she is strong enough to get what she
wants, as oroved by her successes in China.

Comment: It is surposed +thet the new arplications
were stimulated by RIAS vronagande which hae called uvon
neonle to hold out now as never before, and by the fact
that veople say there must be something in the narty if
it is so violently versecuted. 1In addition, a large
numter of the civil servunts who are now telng forced to
Join a voliticz] party wish to choose the least of the
evils by going into the CDU, since they believe that this
will not be held quite so much against them at a later date.
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